Interim evaluation of a university-community collaboration to address methamphetamine use in a rural Missouri community.
Methamphetamine use remains a significant public health problem. A multifaceted problem requires a collaborative effort. Community partners and university faculty collaborated to address meth use in a rural Missouri county. The objectives for this collaboration were to a) support current community partnerships by working with parents and teachers to incorporate a sustainable drug education curriculum in an elementary school and b) provide learning opportunities for senior nursing students. Various strategies were used in the collaboration, including focus groups with school personnel and piloting the curriculum in a local school. Community members and university faculty worked together in all stages of the collaboration. The collaboration allowed the community to continue and expand its efforts in reducing methamphetamine use. Community and university team members are working together to expand the implementation in additional grades. A real-world community problem can be addressed through a university-community collaboration.